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Notes: The First President (10/1) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

When we last left the Thirteen Colonies… 
 

1.  1776:          (___________________________________) 
 

2.  1783:         (___________________________________) 
 

3.  1787:         (___________________________________)  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

First President (and inaugurated where and when): 

George Washington in New York City on 30 April 1789 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Important precedent at end of second term: 

 He decided not to run for a third term. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

One of his first precedents: 

 He chose well-known leaders to serve in his Cabinet. 

Name the five executive departments: 

 Attorney General, Postmaster General, State, Treasury, War  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------ 

Most influential Cabinet members (role): 

 1. Thomas Jefferson (Secretary of State)  

 2. Alexander Hamilton (Secretary of the Treasury) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Three facts about the Judicial Branch: 

1.  Judiciary Act (1789) created the federal court system 

2.  John Jay named first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

3.  Supreme Court is the highest court in the land 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hamilton’s biggest problem: 

 The large national debt 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Prediction: What do you think caused this problem?  Revolutionary War 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How does the debt of 1791 compare to our current debt?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Total U.S. Debt in 1791               United States National Debt in 2016                                       How much larger is it? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

$ 81,497,000  $ 17,300,000,000,000+ 212,277 X 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What was Hamilton’s Plan? 

 For the federal government to repay both federal and state  
debts. 

Who opposed his plan (group and individual)? 

 Southerners (James Madison) because these states had paid  
off their debts from the Revolution, and thought that other 
states should do the same. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What was Hamilton’s Compromise? 

To support the location of the nation’s capital in the South if  
southerners agreed to his plan to repay state debts. 

Where would this new capital city be located? 

Built on land along the Potomac  River between Virginia and 
 Maryland  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Today, we know it as       . 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What was Hamilton’s next challenge? 

To strengthen the nation’s weak economy 

What did Congress do in 1791? 

Created the Bank of the United States 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Why did Hamilton want a tariff (or tax)? 

To help American manufacturers 

What did these two groups do (and why)? 
 

 North:      , because many factories located there. 
 

 South:      , because they bought imported goods. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What else did Congress do to raise money? 

 Approved a tax on all liquor made and sold in the U.S. 
 

What happened in 1794 (and where did it take place)? 

 Farmers rebelled against the tax collectors (in Western PA) 
 

What is this event known as? 

 The Whiskey Rebellion 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

VOCAB REVIEW: What is a PRECEDENT?  

An act or decision that sets the example for others to follow  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DID YOU NOTICE? What event was ALMOST our first CIVIL WAR?   

The Whiskey Rebellion 


